‘out with twenfy mounted men of Capt Gie-
son’s company of horse, from Lancaster Dis-
trict, when they fell in with a small body of
Indians, and exchanged shots wih them.—
one of his men was weunded, one shot twice
through his clothes, and the horse of the
Licatenant slizhily woanded. The Licut
ordered a precipitate rewreat, and has had
charges made againet him for so0 doing, as
the Indians were inferior in number. It is
said he mizht have taken them all. Oue of
the Indians was killed."”

Gen. Scorr left Fort Drane on the morn-
ing of the 26th ult. with 2200 men, for tho
Withlacoochee, battle ground of Gen. GaiNes
Gen. E'stis was to have left Volusia, with
the whole army, for the same place, on Sa-
turday, leaving only 66 men at Volusia.

g 2 “Vorusia, March 23.

“We hage 730 mounted nflemen here,
and about 1000 foot, and leave immediately
for Whuhlacoochee Yesterday, afier two
companies had crossed the river, the Indians
fired on them, and killed three sentinels, and
wounded ninc men.”

“Canr Vorusia, March 22.

““We have just returned from 3o 1ospec-
tion 10 Spring Garden. We discovered the
most undoubied signs of Indiang, and suc-
ceeded in taking possession of a boat loaded
with provisions, which they had prepared 10
takc off “The Indians themselres, bowever,
fied, and we were mortifird again a1 finding
that after 2 hard and fanguing day's march,
we arnved 1o time to find that the foc had
fled frow as a few hours previously.”

Extractof a letter from one of the Staff O'-
ficers, of Coi. Brissaxe's regiment, da-
ted West side of the St Johoe, E. F. op-
pasiie Camp Volusia, March 23.
“Yesterday our portion of the army com-

menced crossing the St Johos River, and

had a reacounter with the lndians. Two
companies of Col. Brissaxe's regimenat,

Asnuy's and Faire's were first sent over as

an advance guard, to protect the landing of

the balance. These companies having cios-
sed, were attacked by a considerable number
of Indians. A sharp contest iminediately
eusued. Col. Bursnaxz and most of his

Staff, among them myself, were on the East

bank of the mwver. The Irish Volunteers

and Capt. tisLes's company, and ss many
men as could be got over, were sent in flats.

Cape. Panxra's, Dovcrs, and Aviex’s com-

panics, crossed below in the steam boat to

cut off the retreat of the Indians. Col.

Buomase, mysell and some others, crossed

n a small boat. The Indians were repul.ed

aud driven back, haying as vear a« we could

ascertain, five men killed aud several woua-
ded. We saw four places on the banks of
the river, where their dead had been thrown

over, and found onc lying dead about 150

yasds from the baide ground.  Wesaw tracks

of blood ou several trails on %‘;uh.ctlo
bushes. The lass un our part consider-
able. Three men of Asusy’s company,
pamed Avsrin, Weysegn, and [axxrie

LEe were killed, and twelve wounded. Al

of the wounded have been at ended 1o, and

piaced in the Lospital at Camp Volusia.”
[Asoiher letier mentions Jas Coox as

among the kitled: and Bracx, Bavax, Si1-

soxs & Fro versasamony the wounded. ]
*T'lius we have had the hoaor to give the

Indians the flrst defeat they have inet
with  We are now in the Indian terzitory
and expect in a few days to have a general
engagement. We slept or rathier lay in
the bushes last migh: under arins and ready
for uction. The lndians sre supposed to
belong to Powed's gang. Wo expect ta
leave here ls-murrow sad march against
the muio body of ladians.”

SAVANNAH, APRIL 2.—Lztter from Florida.

The steam packet Plurida, Capt. Heb-
bard, arrived yesterday afterncon from
Picolati, via Jacksoaville, &c.; and the
schr. George & Mary, Capt Willey, from
the 8t. Johns,

We learn from = passenger in the schr.
G. & M., that a report (which way eredit-
ed) prevailed at Jacksonville when he left
thrat place, that a detachment of mounted
mer, a portion of the troops under Gen.
Eustis, left Volusiz on Thursday or Fri-
day of last week as @ scouting party—
that afier proceeding several miles. the
detachment fell in with a party of Indians,
who fired upon them, snd kilied, it is s2id
two or three of our men. The fire was
returned by the detachment, by which five
Indians were killed—that the commanding
officer of the detachment derming, it is
presumed, the Indians too sireng, urdercd
g reireat.  In the abscnce of certain infor-
mation, we give this report as received,
and regret much that we ore deprived of
any means of obtaining any informaiion
- which can be implicitly relied vpon; the
Jacksonville Couricr, to which paper we
generally Jook fur information, noi hav-
ing been issund when the Florida leflt on
Wednrsday last.

The Steam Boat Santee was, we nnder-
stand, also fired upon last week by Indi-
ans, between Volusia and Picolata—but
po damage was sustained.

We also leara that Gen: Scott, with

abant 2000 men, had procceded on Satur-
dav 1ast from Fort Drane for the Withla-
¢ chie, where if he met the Indians, a
severe battle, which may probably termi.
na e the war, would ensue.  If not found
there, it was the intention of the gallant
General to proceed with his forces into
the natiou. His march is therefore full
of interest, and we must be satisfi d to re-
main in painful anxiety for our pasriatic
army, uniil we can ascertain the result of
their maneuvres.

New-Ortrans, March 17.

Importanr rrom Texas.—The schoo-
ner W. A. Turner arrived yesterday in 7
days from M.aagord.. Through the po-
liteness of Capiain Brookfield, we have
obtained the particulars of the late ecige
by the Maxicans of San Antonio ste Behar
as ascertained at Matagorda when he
lefL.

The besriging army was commanded by
Gencrals Sesma and Cos- [t consisted of
40 companiex of infantry, numbering atan
average of 60 or 70 men each: and of
about 1.500 cavalry under Folisalus—witls
500 mules and baggage of all kinds.
These were seen and pumbared by Cap-
tain Dermit of the Tesian army, previous
to the efigagemert. ‘The Texians v the
fort were infaniry and sone cavalry for
foraging expeditions, ander the commani
of Cuiuncis Bowie and Travers—number-
tng aboul UL

The assaalt on the furt of Alamo in the
tawn of Sin Antomio enmmenced abou 3
P. M., on the 23ih of February, the Niexi-
can army hoisting a black flag aluftas in-
dicating no quasters. The gurrisvn being
well supplied with I8 pounders planted
on the fort, made them ply with dreadtul
effect, sweeping compauies of the assail-
aats before the shot.  The Mexicans sus-
rounded the fort on all sides; but on all
sides were they saluted with its srtillery.
This costinucd ult 7 P. M., wheu the
Mexicans thought proper 1o evacuate the
town; and retire to an encampment with-
in two miles—after leaving 500 of their
comrades slain before the fuit.

The provisional government of Texas
being iniormed of the contest, an immedi-
ate dratt of one-third of all Texiin capa-
ble of bearing arms was ordercd by the
acting Gosernor.  But so cager were 1ie
Texisox in gencral tor their prowrpt and
cerain trig o ph, that when the onder
reached Matagorda, not one-thind oaly,
but all able-bodied eitizens voluntveied.
Numerous compaties were tinmeihately
on the mareh 1 San Antonia, L drive the
M.xizans bevond the Riv ‘rande, or
leave them oa lir ield of batde. They
willact un tie offeasive in their future op-
¢raans.

We are happy to learn that Dactor
Grant is not killed: he, Colonel Johnsen
and another were saved. L appears that
Gramt and some 20 or 30 others had gone
on a scouting party, and hald approasched
too ncar the tuvading army.  hey were
immediately stiacked by a column of the
enemy: and only 3 escaped—Urant among
the nuinber, exhaunted and alimost naked;
as he was closcly pursued by the Mexican
caralry. Yot this is the wriumph so bom-
bastically blazoned in the account of the
gallant Nicolas Rodriguez, pubiished in
the Bee of yesterday. The docuirent
was genuine: bul we *guessed’ it was not
authentic.

The Texians have abandoned Co-
pans, and forified Labadie or Goliad,
higher up. There are now 700 men sia-
tioned there, well prepared witl srtilicry
and ammunition; and disposed to play
chechmate with the wing of the Mexican
army, under General Urrea, lately en-
camped at San Patrico.— Bee.

P S SV S A R

MR VAN .UREXN, AS A BPEAKLER.

We copy the following, from a letier Lo the Fdi-
torof the Sundey Morming News, (an oppésitivn
paper) from his Washington Correspondent. [t
paysa glowing tribute to the eloqueat and com-
manding powers of a political opponent. Ep. Joen.

A thousand times have | been asked,
what sort of a speaker is Mr. Van Buren!
I have had a pretty good opportunity to
know; for, during thie whole time that he
was in the senule, | was a constant atten-
dant upon ite debates.  When called upun
for a sudden explanation or reply, he was
pever flurricd in the least degree, but
would evolve an answer ur an argament
in such a way as to confuse and confuuni!
his adversary. | way truly sav thay 1
wever knew him to make an et ; thouel
what he did might secm 1) those unac-
quainted with his exuborant and glowing
mind to be the result of an effori.  His
wor 's always seemed to me to flow frecly
and untrammelled, from the perpetual
well-spring of native miad; and yeu they
were always so clicel ed and guarded by
an apparent inate sense of propriety, as
never 1o overreach their mark, while, at
the same time, they never fell short of it
Oa some subjects he would display his
powers, without reserve, a« a nrere speak-

er. Tiie most remarkable case of this
gorl was his speech on the Lill granting
pensions to the remnant of the revolution-
ary soldiers. This, [ believe, was in the
year 1620. 1 was in the senate chamber
at the time, and was so enchained and
fascinated by the eluquence of the * magi-
cizn.” as they nov call him, that nothing
would induce me to leave the chamber iill
I had drunk into my ra e. ear every
word that he ultered, in a speech of four
hours. Ervery one seemed to feel himsell
in the grasp «f a mighty inzellect, and felt
awel, sublued and chastened, hy the
splendor and power of that unequalled
oratlian.

T rors -

THE JOURNALL:

CAMDEN, A-RIL 9, 1536.

o7 We are again obliged Ly thmw curselves on
the indalgence of our read=rs. We have been dis-
appointed in geiting paper of the proper aize, and
have bren compelled either to issue the present
¢'m native sheet or nol puoblish atall. The in-
tereing news from Florida, induced us o adopt
the lormer course.

TOWN ELECTION.

At 30 elretion held in this town on Manday last,
the following grntlemen, were re-elected Inten-
dant and Wardens for the ensaing year.

H. R COOK, Intendant

1. LEVY,
€ J SHANNON,

JOHN M'CAA Wardens.
JNO. D. MURRAY.

RC LEi: 0. THE MAIL.

We learn iro.a i Celumbia papers that the Mlail
between that place aad Charleston had been robbed
on tic I5th, 15th, ©lst and 2k vlumo The
whole exient of Joss has not been ascertained,
though it is known Last money and drafls (o a con-
siderable amount have been stolen. The mail
from this place to Charleston passcs by way of Co-
lumbia, bot we have heard of no person hese having
suffered any loss.

FLORIDA.

We hare ocrapied n considerahle partion of our
paper to-day with news from this Terntory. We
had hoped apd suppoecd, and so cxpressed cur-
solves, some days sinee, that the war was st an
ead, bal we find we were mistaken, and believe
now, that the adrances of Oscxuia to Genenl
tiainks, was merely intended 1o gain time for the
purpase of retrealing, o more strongiy fortilfying
lumsll. Gen. Scorr is bowewer, pushing the
camprign with great vigor, and wv anlicipaie an
carly setticaent of the matler. The zext news
will Lo doabt be of a decisive chanscier.

KERSHAW VOLUNTEERS.

As many of our readers feel a peculiar interest
iu matters relative 1o this particular corps, we
ta e plearure in laying the following extracts of
Ictters (from various meabers of the company,)
recoived 1n this town during the week. The dales
are as lte as those received fmm any other soatce.

« Caxr, Orrostrr Vorvsts, Mareh 5.

* Ou Tursday last, while at Volusia, nat a mile
fromm here, on the other bank of the 81 Jolin
Gren. Ecstis, in his orders made an appeal to our
patriotism, urging additional efforts, and sull fur-
ther submisaion lo privation, aywuring s thata
few days of sirenuous exertion would lerminate
the canpaign.  In consequence, all extn baggage
was senl by Steam Poat 1o Picolata, and all were
eage: for the move. * * * The troops conmenced
cmesng the niver; afler two companies bad got
over, they were fired on by a small party of In-
dians and three men of Asiisy's company were
killed and several wounded. They were not well
prepared even for s alirmish, but belaved well.
and soon drove off the Indisns—harving killed se-
veral as is supposed  Only one body was foond—
the others having been thrown into the river. The
body found is befieved Lo be that of Ovcuse BiLry,
a chiefl potorious for burning and murdering.—
s e*** i will yet be many days before we can
join Scorr. Before that time in all probabuility, be
will have met Powerr (Oscrora)in some way, and
the affair will be over, our course will then be
homewards. *° * * Col Burien, has just retarn-
ed with 4 companies of his battallion, from an ex
pedition of 5 days—not an lndian seen by them—
something like our excursion—from which we had
not returned when Cul B. started. | have since
been out for part of & day, having seen onlya track.
A party from one of our eompanies yestnrday met
with five, but managed so badly as to kill only
twe—the others ran snto the swamp. The Licu-
tenant whio commanded the detachment, | om told
(they are on the nther side of the river) is crnsured.
ilis name is Ansorp, from Abbeville. **

Voruvsta, March 26, Ho'el ck, P. M.

# Contrary to all cxpectation on our arrival, we
are here still, but the last of the Lroops are now
croesing the 8t Joho's, and are forming. to go a
few miles this evening, conscquently this is the
latect date that can be received from the company
for 10 or 12 days

wess  All the company are well, and in fine
anirits. " * * A firing of cannon aud bursting of
bowobs, was distinctly, heard, from three ull eight
o'clock last evening (the guide maye) between Fort
King and Withlaroochee: conjecture ia busv to.

-

day asto the cause and result It is generally sup--
poscd that Scort had attacked the Indians there,
especially as the 25th was the day ‘stated s ina
groeral ord>r readat St Josephs for an attack to
be made. ’ s
“Voruvsia, Mareh 26.
“1 hope we will all be shortly on the way home,
for we all think the war will be ended in about ten

days—particulars when we get home. **°* jn

the fight which tcok place here four days ago, and
which you no daubt heard of, the whites lost 3 men,
and the Indians 5 certain, and probably several
more. The body of their chief Ovcaze Biwvry,
er Bitiy Hicks was foond toe day after the fight,
concealvd under some brush. *®®"° We yester-

day and list night distinctly heard the firing of

bonibsz and cannon, some forty miles off, supposed
1o be an engagement between Powxrr (Oscroia)
and Scorr. If so, thete will be no chance of
fight for us.”" ****

From the Savanah Georgian of the 4th inst.
Extraci of a letler received by a gentleman of

this city, dated
Vorosis, March 7.

“The left wing of the Army of Florids, Frig.
Gen. Ecstis crossed the Bt Jobns, yesterda ,and
marched this morning for the seat ol'F ar

Col Butler's command for whose salely so much
anxiely was manifested bas returmed sate. Their
detenuon was caused Ly bad roads Thrve guides
have arrived lo-day from St. Augustne to accom-
pany the army.

The mounird men sent in pursuit of Col. Bat.
ler, engaged a body cf Indians, and but for the cow-
ardice of the Lievtenat the whole force wocli bave
surrendered (o them. The Indians were entirely
run dowan by the horses when he made his men re-
treal. Thsee o! Lbe Indians were begging for mer-
cy.

The whele rumber of froops bere before the
movement was ulieen hundred, incl 5
horse.” gt

In additwn o the foregring, we find in the Co-
lumbia Commercial Builenn, of VW ednesday hﬂ,
the following: ** Posticmiry.

* Cazr Vorrsia, March 29;
Extract gf a lettrr from ene of onr Volenleers,

“ A great batile has just been foaght. Genersl
Ecstis brhaved most cowardly, and as he deserved,
was kilied by ac Indian.” .

We koow not what confidence is o be placed in
this informution, but consider ils tiuth rather
doubtful. Whether itbe troe or false, howerver it
ha= created an intense anxiety in our community,
(cur volunteesy being in Geneml Ecsris’divsi o)
to bear further from the scene of aclion.

ABOLITION—MR. VAN EUREN.

Our readers will bave read e letter of Mr. Vax
Beney on this sobject, which we publisbed last
wevk, before this time. It was a candid, and we
think, explicit statewsent of his view=, on this vital}
ly interesing question.  We stated then, however,
thal from the character of his opponects, we bad
noidea that it would save him frpm orisrepresenta-
ticn, and we Larve the proof before us thal we are
right. We confrss though, tuat we hzd not sapposed
that he would in so short a time, be 0o muc)) misre-
presenled, as we find him in the last Fesiern Care-
linice. Speaking of Mr. Vas Borrs, the Careli-
RTH WATE

“ Preteading not to be saquainied with his sen
timents on the Abolition question, Mr. VanBaren's
friends at Jackson in this State, cddreesed bim a
letter, as stated in our last, requesting fin know
whetber he belicve that * Congress lias the power
to interfere with or aboiish slavery in the Pustict
ol Columbia’ "’

NU'. it has been assverted by MMr Vax Boazss
friends in North Carolina that the 1ndividuals, who
propounded the question, which Mr. V. B an-
swered 10 his lolter were not his friends, bul wero
his politicai opponents, and Lhis sssertion remains
uncontradicted, for Lhe best of reasons we expect,
because it is Lrue. -

The Carolinian goes on however to sy :

“ His answer is not such as, under the peculiar
circumsiances of the case, we bad anucipated. 1t
ia rank abolition.”

Can any onc believe that an Editer who woald
make such sn assertiva afler reading Mr. V. B's.
letter, can be otberwise than blinded by the influ-
ence of party prejudice. Locok al the tallowing
scnlences from the letier, and sce if they are enti-
Ued to the sppellation of * rank abolition,” which
the Editor his given to it.

« The relation of master and slave, isa walter
exclusively belonging 1o the wople of each Btate
within its nwn boundary. a-d tha' any atiempt by

the government of of any oue r Buts.or
the Fl'oﬂll'lll Gnrenr:e’::, to interfere with or dba-r
turb it, would violate the spirit of thal compromise
which lies at the basis of the federal compact.™

+' | do not besitate Lo give it to you as my del ber-
ateand well cousidered opinion, thal ther are ob-
jections to the exercive of this p wer, (in the Dis
trict of Clumbia) against ihe w.shes of the slave-
holding Biates, aa imperalee in their nature and
odligations, in regulating the eonduct of pnblic
men, ds ulz‘ ;:q.n paipalia want of constitsticnal

| ol .

v | recognise, to the fullest extent, the prepriet
of this d:: on your part; and aithough there ;
pothing in yuur fetter inaking the avowal necessa-

, | prefes that not only you, batall the people of
the United Statcs shall now understasid, that if the
desize of that portion of them which is favorable to
my elevation to the Chief Magiwracy. should be

tified. | must go ints the Presidential Chair the
inflexible and uncompiomising oppencnt of any
sttempt on the pant of Congress Lo abelish slavery
in the District orl"alumbil. against the wishes of
the slave holding Brates: snd also with the deter-
minalion equally decided, 10 Tesist the slightest in-
terference with the snbjectin the Stries where #t

cxists.”
Do these exiracls bear the character of % pink

abolition,” or do they not rather convict the Careli-

niamn nrminvpr-.-vnlaﬁnn.



